
LAST term Year 10 and 11 students 
from Lalor North Secondary College 
(LNSC) put on a travelling science 
show for students at local primary 
schools in the Lalor and Epping areas.  

The aim of each show was 
to show science in a fun 
and exciting way to juniors 
at local primary schools.

The secondary students 
showed the young 
audience a number of 
experiments and enjoyed 
watching their reactions.  
At all events there was a 
lot of interaction between 
the older and younger students 
as everyone had a chance to 
discuss how they thought the 
experiment worked.

An experiment called the Rainbow 
Connection astounded all those 
watching and was a lot of fun to 
perform.  Many of the primary 
students were keen to assist with 

the experiments and 
enjoyed the hands-on 
experience.

 We were glad to 
receive positive 
feedback from both 
students and teachers 
from the primary 
schools visited so far, 
and hope to bring the 
educational and fun 
experiments to more 

schools and amazed children soon.

Thank you to all the teaching staff 
at LNSC who helped to organise 
the shows.

Victorian government schools helping 
your child shine

Victorian government schools are making a difference by investing in flexible  
classrooms, modern technology and a great range of choices and opportunities to  
give every child every opportunity to shine.

For more information about the great things happening in government  schools SMS  
‘student’ to 13 46 88 or visit www.education.vic.gov.au/shine

(Standard SMS charges apply. Not available on  Vodafone and 3 networks). 

The travelling scientists from Lalor North Secondary College 
Mariam Badra,  Ashley Miles and Kayla Tsam.

Travelling science show

The Rainbow
Connection experiment 
astounded the 
watching  students
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Fatima
Dirani and
Kayla Tasam

Year 10



Helping your child to shine  

VCE or VCAL?
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is recognised around 
the world for entry to university, TAFE and employment. 

VCE is usually studied in Years 11 and 12, although many students 
start in Year 10. 

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)  
is a more hands‑on option. 

Students undertake practical work experience, in preparation for 
apprenticeships, traineeships and employment, while continuing 
their English and Maths studies. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
Students taking both VCE and VCAL can choose VET programs. 
This allows school study to be combined with industry experience 
to give a nationally recognised qualification.

School‑based apprenticeships and traineeships are another 
option – allowing students to combine part‑time employment with 
vocational training while completing VCE or VCAL.

For more information:
Talk with your school’s career counsellor.  You can  
also download Where to Now? Guide to VCE, VCAL  
and Apprenticeships and Traineeships for 2010. 

www.education.vic.gov.au    1800 809 834  

As the end of the year approaches, Year 10 students have many options  
to consider as they decide on their future studies.
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MANY Year 10 students at Lalor North 
Secondary College take Advance as one of 
their electives. This subject gives students an 
opportunity to experience many different 
types of volunteer work and to interact 
with community groups outside of the 
classroom environment.  

Students work together on a number of 
special projects such as fundraising for 
charities and environmental activities such 
as tree planting and water watch.  

As part of Advance students undertake 
various training courses, such as First Aid 
training, where they acquire useful life skills. 

These courses are held at the school by 
qualified instructors.  During the First 
Aid course students learnt skills such as 
resuscitation and then practised this on 
a dummy.  Apart from being a valuable 
educational experience, students thought 
it was fun and received certificates upon 
completion of the course.

Advance is a wonderful experience for 
students who like applied learning, engaging 
with their peers and working in groups. 
You obtain important, life-long skills and 
understand how your community works 
around you.  It’s a successful course for our 
Year 10 students who can use the skills 
gained in future jobs and as members of 
their local community.  

Year 10 students Fatima Dirani, Sally Hammond and 
Mary Abdallah take part in volunteer work.

Making a difference in the community 
Year 10 Advance Program

Futsal superstar

LALOR North Secondary College 
(LNSC) student Anthea Anagnostou 
recently competed against 50 futsal 
contestants at the National Futsal 
Championships.  Futsal is similar to 
soccer but played indoors.  Anthea’s 
skill earned her team a position in the 
top 20 at these championships.  

Along with her teammates,  Anthea 
is now awaiting a response from the 
National Futsal Federation to find out 
if she has made the top 10, who will 
then go on to compete interstate. 

Anthea’s passion for futsal developed 
at 13, and she is determined to 
succeed in her sport.  

“Whether I make it into the top 10 
or not I’ll still try, giving up isn’t an 
option,” she says.

As playing in the top 10 will require 
plenty of travel, LNSC students and 
staff will be supporting Anthea in her 
fundraising to cover these expenses.  

Anthea Anagnostou practices  
per futsal skills.

LALOR North Secondary College (LNSC) 
has an industry-standard recording studio 
and is in the process of planning a new 
state-of-the-art recording studio.  

The recording studio is currently used 
to record songs onto CDs with the 
assistance of the school’s audio technician, 
Mr Phil Smardenkas.  Local primary 
schools also use the studio. 

LNSC music students comment that 
recording songs and releasing CDs is a 
highlight of their time at school.

New 
recording 
studio

Student Keith Harland making CDs in their recording studio.

By Rebekah Smith and 
Chantelle Kenzie

Jennifer 
Doumas and
Fatima Dirani

Year 10

Mariam
Badra
Year 10



Get your child ready for school

Victorian government schools are part of a 
strong and vibrant education system that 
ensures every child has the opportunity to thrive,  
learn and grow. 

To find out more about the range of options and opportunities 
available to children in government schools, contact Information 
Victoria on 1300 366 356 to order your free copy of our parent  
guides, Welcome to School and Welcome to Secondary School,   
or visit www.education.vic.gov.au

Welcome to  Secondary SchoolA Parent’s Guide to  Victorian Government Secondary Schools

Welcome to School

A Parent’s Guide to  

Victorian Government 

Primary Schools

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 LALOR NORTH SECONDARY COLLEGE

LALOR North Secondary College 
student Frank Mwamba has 
successfully published an original 
and inspired comic book called 
‘Streetwise League’.  

Frank, a Year 12 
student, has had a 
passion and talent 
for art from a young 
age.  The imaginative 
artwork in his comic 
book is truly amazing, 
and he hopes to 
use the comics to 
encourage young 
people to improve 
and broaden their 
reading abilities.

The comic features individuals with 
hidden talents that are yet to be 
discovered by the rest of the world.

He strongly believes that if you 
have a skill or talent, do not keep 
it hidden, and remain persistent 
until it’s your time to shine. This is 
why he was able to accomplish his 
dream and after countless hours of 

hard work and devotion, 
publish his first comic 
internationally. 

He hopes his comic will 
inspire others like himself 
to pursue their goals 
and dreams.  

He is now working 
towards publishing 
the rest of his 
Streetwise series.

Check out his website on www.
frankwonders.com

Comic book writer inspires 
students to pursue their goals
Year 12 student publishes first comic book

LALOR North Secondary College (LNSC) 
has been sponsoring Kenyan children and 
their families for the past two years.

Schools in Kenya are very different from 
Australian schools; they don’t have the 
basic necessities and equipment our 
schools do, and Kenyan children do not 
have the same access to education. This is 
why LNSC is giving a helping hand to these 
less fortunate children.

Coordination of the project is provided by 
Mrs Janett Hammill, who established the 
connection with Kenyan families.  She helps to 
coordinate the donation of school equipment, 
books and food by LNSC students and 
parents.  To help pay for their education, 
Kenyan children are also sponsored by 
members of the LNSC community. 

It can be extremely difficult for youth to 
gain an education in Kenya as many have the 

responsibility of feeding their family as a 
priority.  In many communities children 
must hike for miles to collect water and 
fire wood before preparing meals.  Life is 
about survival rather than education.

By helping Kenyan school children, LNSC 
students and parents are making a valuable 
contribution to expanding the future 
opportunities available to these students. 

School helps out Kenya
Sponsoring the children of Kenya and their familiesBy Fatima Dirani, Jennifer Doumas 

and Mary Abdallah, Year 10

Kenyan families sponsored by Lalor North 
Secondary College

Comic book creator and artist Frank Mwamba.

IT 
upgrades
By Saransh Kamboj, 
Lovedeep Singh and 
Leigh Meuwissen, Year 10

IN 2010 Lalor North 
Secondary College 
(LNSC) will be getting an 
upgrade to its information 
technology facilities.  The 
Victorian Government is 
funding $40,000 worth 
of improvements to 
the current facilities for 
students and teaching staff. 

The drive for new facilities 
has been led by LNSC’s 
Information Technology 
Coordinators, Mr Golding 
and Mr Lee.  They 
are excited about the 
opportunities the funding 
will make possible.

The funding will provide 
many more students with 
new computers to use in 
classrooms, technology labs 
and in the library.  

Computer accessories such 
as power cables, USB pods, 
and software will also be 
purchased using these funds.  
Future plans include the 
building of a new 
computer lab.

The comic
is based around 
individuals with 
hidden talents
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Jennifer Doumas,
Fatima Dirani 
and Brooke 
Hollingsworth

Year 10



Subscribe to the free Parent Update

You can find out what is happening in government schools and early years 
services across Victoria by subscribing to Parent Update.

Parent Update is a free email newsletter provided by the Department of Education and  
Early Childhood Development to keep parents in touch with the latest developments in 
education and early years. 

To subscribe to Parent Update visit  www.education.vic.gov.au/parentupdate
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Lalor North Secondary College 
welcomes new Principal

STUDENTS and teachers at Lalor 
North Secondary College (LNSC) 
welcomed our new Principal, 
Denise Veltre, at the start of 2009.
 
Principal  Veltre was raised in 
Sri Lanka until the age of 15 and 
then came to Australia with her 
family.  After graduating from the 
University of Melbourne, she 
started her teaching career at 
Newlands High School.
 
Later in her career Principal Veltre 
was appointed Assistant Principal at 
Taylors Lakes Secondary College, 

followed by her first Principal position 
at Hillcrest Secondary College.

Principal Veltre believes that LNSC has 
achieved a great deal so far, but there is 
much more for our school to achieve 
together.  Together with her staff she 
is planning a change in structure which 
will take place in 2010.

The structural changes will provide 
students with an opportunity for 
more in-depth learning and less 
movement for students during the 
day (therefore less time wasted in 
getting from one class to another). 

Students 
help 
rebuild 
fences 
By Basheer Asfour and 
Jordan pinatidis, Year 10 

principal Denise Veltre.

City Light Charade By unal Yucel and 
Jayde MacDonald, 
Year 11

EPPING’S newest band, City Light 
Charade, is bringing a unique sound 
to the local scene. 

The pop-punk group originates 
from a Lalor North Secondary 
College music class.  Since forming 
they have achieved third place 
at Diamond Creek’s ‘Battle of 
the Bands’ competition and will 
soon take to the stage at the next 
Whittlesea Freeza concert.

Band members: Michelle Malia 
(vocals), Melissa Groppo (guitar), 
Chris Conci (bass), and Matt 
Themelco (drums) began their 
practice sessions in July and soon 
after recorded their first two 
songs in the school’s newly built 
recording studio.   

Their songs, ‘A lesson to be learnt’ 
and ‘Sunrise’ have been a success 
on MySpace, collecting almost 
three-hundred plays in three days 

as well as their MySpace page being 
visited two-thousand times.  

“From the moment that Chris and 
I started jamming in our little two-
by-two metre jam room, we knew 
we had something going on. We 
just click musically,” says Michelle.

To find out more head to their 
MySpace: www.myspace.com/
citylightcharade 

City Light Charade Band Members. 
Melissa Groppo, Matt Themelco Michelle 
Malia, Chris Conci.

LALOR North Secondary 
College students are 
helping people affected by 
the Black Saturday bushfires 
by rebuilding fences. 

The students are 
undertaking this activity 
as part of their Advance 
program at school, 
which enables students 
to become involved in 
the community through 
volunteer work. 

Mr Adam, who runs the 
Year 10 Advance class, 
said, “It’s great that 
students in this class are 
able to get involved and 
do something for people 
who lost everything.” 

Mr Adam said it was a 
practical way to help 
families in need, as well as 
a fulfilling activity for 
the students. 

“The students want to 
help because they realise 
there are people who lost 
everything in the fires. 
Rebuilding their fences is 
a small step to helping get 
their lives back on 
track,” he said. 

The students are making 
great progress with 
rebuilding the fences and 
say that they are glad they 
are helping families in need. 

Introducing Principal Denise Veltre and her plans for the college

Kayla Chalkley 
and Crystal 
Nedanovski

Year 10

MySpace success for talented school musicians 

STudeNT VIew CONTRIBuTORS: 
Mary Abdallah Year 10,  Al-Musawi Mohammed Year 10,  Anthea Anagnostou Year 
10,  Kahurangi Aranui Year 10,  Basheer Asfour Year 10,  Tegan Bastow Year 10,  Kayla 
Chalkley Year 10,  Fatima Dirani Year 10,  Jennifer Doumas Year 10,  Brooke Holling-
sworth Year 10,  Fiorela Isara Year 10,  Codey James Year 10,  Saransh Kamboj Year 10,  
Chantelle Kenzie Year 10,  Omer Kocak Year 10,  Leigh Meuwissen Year 10,  Jodi Miles 
Year 10,  Crystal Nedanovski Year 10,  Greg petropoulos Year 10,  Jordan piniatidis Year 
10,  Karanjit Sandhu Year 10,  Lovedeep Singh Year 10,  Rebekah Smith Year 10,  Spyro 
Trangolas Year 10,  Adrian Vinci Year 10,  unal Yucel Year 11,  Jayde Macdonald Year 11.

See us at Northland
See a ‘Local Schools’exhibit at Northland Shopping Centre from Wednesday to Sunday this week.
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